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PAPERS. 



A Syriac Apostolos Manuscript in the Library 
of the A. B. C. F. M. at Boston.^ 



BY ISAAC H. HALL. 



THIS manuscript was obtained in 183 1, by Messrs. Eli Smith and 
H. G. O. Dwight, "from a Nestorian Cathedral Church at 
Jan-el-Ava" in the province of Umii in Persia, when on their well- 
known tour in that region, before the establishment of the American 
missions in that province. It has been preserved ever since in the 
Library of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions at Boston, where it is labeled as a " Copy of the Epistles."^ It 
really is an Apostolos, or in the native word, " Sh'llchd, Apostle ; a 
book of Lessons from the Apostle Paul, including Hebrews (since the 
Syrians attribute the authorship of that Epistle to him), such as is 
used in the Nestorian ritual at the celebration of the communion. 

The book is in an ancient binding, though not the original one, the 
sides being pasteboard, compacted in part of old manuscript leaves, 
mostly from service books, some of them written in a hand later than 
the body of the manuscript itself. The dimensions of the entire 
book are 13^ x 9 x 3 inches. The size of the written page is about 
9^ X 7 inches, but varying slightly. The writing is in two columns to 
the page, with a space of i to f inch between the columns. Usually 
there are 19 lines to a column, though sometimes 18 and sometimes 
20. The material is fine cotton paper, and the writing a splendid 
Estrangela. The titles are rubricated, but there is no other oma- 

1 Re^^d in June. 

2 A note inside of the cover reads : " This copy of the Epistles in the Syriac 
Language written with the Estrangelo Character was obtained by Messrs. Smith 
& Dwight, American Missionaries, from a Nestorian Cathedral Church, at Jan-al- 
ava in the province of Oormia, in Persia, A.D. 1831. The writer dates it 1527 
of the Seleucian era, which corresponds with A.D. I2l6." 
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ment. The pointing is not so abundant as in the later Nestorian 
manuscripts, though quite full enough to remove ambiguity. The 
line called nagAdd occurs frequently ; and, like the rest of the point- 
ing, appears to be of the same date with the original writing. 

The "gatherings," or quires, of the leaves are regularly quiniones ; 
but of quire i only 5 leaves are present ; of quire 4, only 9 ; while 
quire 11 has 11, and quire 12 but 6. There are in leaves, but only 
220 written pages, since the first and last leaf have each one blank 
page. The quire-numbers at the end of quire 7 and the beginning 
of quire 8 appear to have been purposely scratched out by a later 
band ; the reason for which may perhaps be found in the fact that, as 
the manuscript is now bound, fol. 72 is misplaced, being between foil. 
66 and 67 ; but some native reader, who numbered the leaves in 
Syriac numerals (letters), detected the mistake, numbered 72 rightly, 
but numbered the next one 68. (In the leaf- numbers used by me, I 
have kept those of the native just-mentioned, using them as they are.) 
This misplacing would displace several quire-numbers, viz., both num- 
bers of quire 7, with the first of quire 8 and the last quire of 6. 
Except this misplacing, and the wearing away of some letters and 
words on the margins, the contents of the book are perfect, though 
the leaves are frequently mended with marginal patches. These 
patches, again, were sometimes taken from Arabic or Syriac manu- 
scripts ; and one of them, at the top of fol. 94, b, bears the fragment 
of either a Karkaphensian note,^ or the legend of the re-vivifying of 
the body of Adam at the crucifixion. 

The date of the manuscript, as will be seen further on, is A.D. 
1216. The text appears to be excellent (Peshitto version, of course), 
with scarcely any change at the begmning or end of the lessons for 
lectionary purposes. There are here and there a few transpositions 
of words and clauses, but other defects in the text are not common. 
Where the passage 2 Corinthians x, 2, 3^ occurs, it is not guilty of 

1 To satisfy possible curiosity, I will say that the patch was cut from a two-col- 
umn manuscript, and contains the ends of two lines of the first column, with two 
entire lines and the beginning of a third line of the second column. The note 
reads as follows, the first word of the first line of the second column being obscure 
and doubtful : 

: ^so2^ ■ '^r> •^ )J1^ J^^ w^^o >^| jsiA^ . . . 
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the omission to be noted in Bagster's Syriac New Testament (viz. 
.!^ ._*.a^3i.-^ r-^ i iwr; ^^1). The formula at the beginning of 

a lesson, after the title, is " Paul the Apostle. Epistle to the [here 
insert the name of the Epistles]. Brethren,". In lessons from the 
Epistles to Timothy the " Brethren " is replaced by " My Son Tim- 
othy " ; and once similarly in Titus. The following summary of the 
contents will serve as the best internal description of the book. Les- 
sons written out in full in the manuscript are denoted by parentheses ; 
those which are merely indicated by referring to another place, are 
denoted by brackets. Other matter, not enclosed in brackets, is 
translation. 

Fol. I. b. col. I.] [Title.] In the mighty strength and in the lofty arm 

of thy right hand. Our Lord Jesus Christ, I begin to 

write the Lessons of the Blessed Paul, according to 

the order of Deira 'Elydfd} Our Lord aid me. 

First. Of the First Sunday of Annunciation. Paul, the Apostle. 

Epistle to the Romans. Brethren, (Romans, iii, 31-iv, 13.). 

Fol. 2. b. I.] Of the Second Sunday of Annunciation. [I omit 
the formula, and shall do so with the rest, except in 
a few special cases.] (Romans, iv, i3(i4)-24(25).) 

Fol. 3./^.!.] Of the Third Sunday of Annunciation. (Hebrews, vi, 
13-vii, 10.) 

Fol. 5. a. I.] Of the Fourth Sunday of Annunciation. (Romans, 

ix, I-I3-) 
Fol. 6. «. I.] Of the Holy Feast of the Birth of Our Lord. 

(Romans, i, 1-5 ;^ Galatians, iii, 13-iv, 6.) 
Fol. 7. b. 2.] Of the Sunday after Nativity. (Galatians, iv, 18- 

V, I.) 

Fol. 8. b. 2.] Of the Commemoration of our Lady Mary. Romans, 

xvi, 1-28.) 
Fol. 10. a. 2.] Of the Second Sunday after Nativity. Paul the 

Aposde. Epistle to the Galatians. Brethren, \_Errar 

for Epistle to Timothy. My Son Timothy,]. (2 

Timothy, ii, 16-26.) 

1 Or, interpreted, The High Convent. Its ruins are within the city wall of 
Mosul, in the north-west part of the city. Anciently, as many manuscripts show, 
it must have been a famous ecclesiastical school, and doubtless the place of the 
last revision of the Nestorian ritual. This convent is otherwise described as dedi- 
cated to Mar Gabriel and Mar Abraham. 

2 Perhaps a lesson title is omitted here; as the the second passage begins a 
lesson in other lectionary systems . 
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Fol. II. a. 2.] Of the Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord and Re- 
deemer. (Titus, ii, I i-iii, 7.) 

Fol. 12. a. 2.] Of the Commemoration of Mar John the Baptist, 
(Ephesians, ii, 19-iii, 21.) 

Fol. 13. b. 2.] Of the Sunday after Epiphany. Paul the Apostle. 
Epistle to Timothy. My Son Timothy, (2 Timothy, 
iii, 1-15.). 

Fol. 14. b. 2.] Of the Friday of (J^-^?) Peter and Paul. (2 Corin- 
thians, X, 1-7 ; xi, 21-33.) 

Fol. 16. b. I.] Of the Second Sunday after Epiphany. (Hebrews, 
iii, 1-13.) 

Fol. 17. a. 2.] Of the Friday of the Four Evangelists. (2 Corin- 
thians, iv, 9-v, 5.) 

Fol. 18. b. I.] Of the Third Sunday after Epiphany. (Hebrews, 
iii, 14-iv, 10.) 

Fol. 19. b. 2.] Of the Commemoration of Mar Stephen the Martyr. 
(2 Corinthians, iii, i8-iv, 18.) 

Fol. 21. a. 2.] Of the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. (Hebrews, 
vii, 18-28.) 

Fol. 22. a. 2.] Of the Commemoration of the Greek Doctors. 
(2 Timothy, ii, 8-iv, 18.) 

Fol. 24. a. I.] Of the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. (Hebrews, ii, 
5-18.) 

Fol. 25. a. I.] Commemoration of the Syrian Doctors. (Hebrews, 
xiii, 1-2 1.) 

Fol. 26. «?. I, 2.] Of the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany. (Hebrews, 
viii, i-ix, 12.) 

Fol. 27. b. 2.] Of the Commemoration of One Person. (2 Corin- 
thians, x, 4-18.) 

Fol. 29. a. I.] Of the Seventh Sunday after Epiphany, (i Timothy, 
vi, 9-21.) 

Fol. 30. a. 2.] Of the Commemoration of the Dead, the Sons of 
Adam, (i Corinthians, iii, 21-iv, 5 ; v, 6-10.) 

Fol. 31, a. I, 2.] Of the Eighth Sunday after Epiphany. (Philip- 
pians, iii, 1-12 ; adding a doxology.) 

Fol. 32. a. 2.] Of the Sunday of the Enteringin of the Fast [Lent]. 
(Ephesians, iv, 17-v, 21.) 

Fol. 34. a. I.] Of the First Monday of the Fast. (Romans, i, 

I-25-) 
Fol. 35. b. 2.] Of the First Tuesday of the Fast. (Romans, i, 26- 
ii, 6.) 
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Fol. 37. a. I.] Of the First Wednesday of the Fast. (Romans, ii, 
7-27.) 

Fol. 38. a. 2.] Of the First Thursday of the Fast. (Romans, ii, 
28-iii, 8.) 

Fol. 39. a. 2.] The First Friday of the Fast. (Romans, iii, 9-26.) 

Fol. 40. a. 2.] Of the Second Sunday of the Fast. Romans, iii, 
27-iv, 12.) 

Fol. 41. d. I.] Of the Second Friday of the Great Fast. Paul the 
Apostle. Epistle to the Romans. Brethren, Not 
by the law was the promise to Abraham and to his 
seed that he should be heir of the world. Written 
at the Second Sunday of Annunciation. [Romans, 
iv, i3(i4)-24(25).] [Fol. 41. b. 2.] Of the Second 
Sunday of the Fast. (Romans, v, i-i i ; followed 
by a doxology.) 

Fol. 42. b. 2.] Of the Third Friday of the Great Fast. (Romans, 

vii, I-I3-) 
Fol. 43. b. 2.] Of the Fourth Sunday of the Fast. (Romans, vii, 

14-25, first clause ; adding a doxology.) 
Fol. 44. b. 2.] Of the Monday the Middle of the Fast. [No 

formula of beginning or address written here.] I 

speak the truth, I lie not. Written at the Fourth 

Sunday of Annunciation. [Romans, ix, 1-13.] 

[Fol. 45. a. I.] Of the Tuesday the Middle of the 

Fast. (Romans, ix, 14-29.) 
Fol. 46.^.1,2.] Of Wednesday the Middle of the Fast. (Romans, 

X, 1-17.) 
Fol. 47. a. 2.] Of Thursday the Middle of the Fast. (Romans, x, 

17-xi, 15.) 
Fol. 48. b. 2.] Of Friday the Half-Division of the Fast. (Romans, 

xi, 25-36.) 
Fol. 49. b. 2.] Of the Fifth Sunday of the Fast. (Romans, xii, 

1-21.) 
Fol. 51.(5. I.] Of the Fifth Friday of the Fast. (Romans, xiii, 

I-IO.) 

Fol. 52. «. 2.] Of the Sixth Sunday of the Fast. (Romans, xiii, 1 1- 

xiv, 9.) 
Fol. 53. a. 2.] Of the Sixth Friday of the Fast. (Romans, xv, 

Fol. 54. a. 2.] Of the Sunday of Hosannas [Palm Sunday]. (Ro- 
mans, xi, 13-24.) 
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Fol. 55. a. 2.] Of the last Monday of the Fast. (Hebrews, i, i- 
ii, 4.) 

Fol. 56. a. I.] Of the last Tuesday of the Fast. Read that which 
is written at the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. [He- 
brews, ii, 5-18.] Of the Last Wednesday of the 
Fast. (Hebrews, ix, 11-23.) 

Fol. 57. b. 2.] Holy Feast of the Passover of Our Lord, (i Corin- 
thians, V, 7, last clause, 8 ; x, 15-17 ; xi, 23-34.) 

Fol. 59. a. I.] Of the Friday of the Passion of Our Lord. (Gala- 
tians, ii, 17-iii, 14; vi, 11 -18.) 

Fol. 61. a. I.] First Lesson of the Mysteries [Communion] of Great 
Saturday, (i Corinthians, i, 18-31.) 

Fol. 62. a. I.] Of the Mysteries of the Night of the Sunday of the 
Resurrection [Easter], (i Corinthians, xv, 20-28.] 

Fol. 62. b. 2.] Of the Great Sunday of the Resurrection. (Ro- 
mans, V, 20-vi, 23.) 

Fol. 64. b. I.] Of Monday of the Seventh Week. (Ephesians, vi, 
10-24.) 

Fol. 65. a. 2.] Of Tuesday of the Seventh Week, (i Corinthians, 
XV, i-ii ; xvi, 13-24.) 

Fol. 66. a. 2.] Of Wednesday of the Seventh Week. Read that 
which is written at the Second Sunday after Epiph- 
any. [Hebrews, iii, 1-13.] Of Sunday of the 
Seventh Week. Read that which is written at the 
Fourth Sunday of the Consecration of the Church, 
[i Corinthians, iii, 1-17; xvi, 13, 14, 19-24.] Of 
the Friday of Confessors. (Hebrews, xi, 3-6, 32- 
xii, 2.) 

Fol. 68. a, I.] Of New Sunday [Sunday after Easter]. (Hebrews, 

X, 19-36-) 
Fol. 69. a. 2.] Commemoration of Mar Gregorius. Read that 

which is written at the Commemoration of Mar John 

the Baptist. [Ephesians, ii, 19-iii, 21.] Of the 

Third Sunday after the Resurrection. (Ephesians, i, 

15-ii, 5, with a doxology.) 
Fol. 70. a. 2.] Of the Fourth Sunday after the Resurrection. 

(Ephesians, ii, 4-22.) 
Fol. 71. b. I.] Of the Fifth Sunday after the Resurrection. (Phi- 

lippians, ii, i-ii.) 
Fol. 72. a. 2.] Of the Sixth Sunday after the Resurrection. (Colos- 

sians, i, 3-20.) [It is this leaf which is misplaced ; 
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caused, probably, by the fact that at the end of the 
leaf a necessary word "'r^'^?, ii, 4, is omitted ; so 
that the connection with what follows on the next 
leaf was obscured to the native binder.] 

Fol. 73. b. I.] Of the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord to Heaven. 
(Ephesians, iv, 1-13 ; i Timothy, iii, 16, adding a 
few words from another passage.) 

Fol. 74. b. I.] Of the Sunday after Ascension. Seeing therefore 
that we have a high priest. Written at the Monday 
of the Consecration of the Church. [Hebrews, iv, 
14-25.] Of the Sunday of Pentecost, (i Corin- 
thians, xii, 1-13 ; 2 Corinthians, iii, 17, 18; xiii, 

Fol. 1^. b. 2.] Of Golden Friday. [The Friday after Pentecost; 
said to be so called from Peter's "Silver and gold 
have I none ".] For God has put in the church. 
Written at the Third Sunday of Consecration of the 
Church, [i Corinthians, xii, 28-xiii, 13.] [Fol. 76. 
a. I.] Of the Second Sunday of the Apostles. (2 
Thessalonians, i, 3-12, with a doxology.) 

Fol. 76. b. 2.] Of the Third Sunday of the Apostles. (2 Corin- 
thians, iii, 4-18.) 

Fol. 78. a. I.] Of the Fourth Sunday of the Apostles. (Galatians, 
i, 6-10, 12-14, 20-ii, 8; Ephesians, iii, 20, 21.) 

Fol. 79. b. I.] Of the Fifth Sunday of the Apostles. Paul the 
Apostle. Epistle to the Philippians. Brethren, 
\_Error for Epistle to Timothy. My Son Timothy,]. 
(i Timothy, i, 3-17.) 

Fol. 80.3.2.] Of the Sixth Sunday of the Apostles, (i Corinthians, 
viii, i-ix, 12.) [First and second clauses of ix, i 
are transposed.] 

Fol. 82. b. 2.] Of the Seventh Sunday of the Apostles, (i Thessa- 
lonians, iv, 1-12; V, 12-28.) 

Fol. 84. a. 2.] Of Friday on which the Seven [of weeks — a fast] 
of the Apostles is ended. Read that which is writ- 
ten at The Evangelists. [2 Corinthians, iv, 9-v, 5.] 
Of the Sunday on which the Seven of the Apostles is 
ended, and it is the First of Summer. The Gospel 
that was preached to you. Written at the Tuesday 
of the Seventh Week. [1 Corinthians, xv, i-ii; 
xvi, 13-24.] Of the Second Sunday of Summer. 
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We therefore who are strong. Written at the Sixth 
Friday of the Fast. [Romans, xv, 1-13.] Of the 
Third Sunday of Summer, (i Corinthians, v, 9-vi, 
II.) 

Fol. 85. b. 2.] Of the Fourth Sunday of Summer, (i Corinthians, 
iv, 17-V, 5 5 vi, 12-20.) 

Fol. 87. a. 2.] Of the Fifth Sunday of Summer, (i Corinthians, x, 

14-32.) 

Fol. 88. b. I.] Of the Sixth Sunday of Summer. (2 Corinthians, 
ix, 1-15.) 

Fol. 89. b. 2.] Of the Sunday on which the Seven of Summer is 
ended, (i Thessalonians, ii, 19-iii, 13.) 

Fol. 91. a. I.] Of the First Sunday of Elias. (2 Thessalonians, ii, 
1-14, with a doxology.) 

Fol. 92. a. 2.] Of the Second Sunday of Elias. (2 Thessalonians, 
ii, 15-iii, 18.) 

Fol. 93. b. 2.] Of the Third Sunday of Elias. (Philippians, i, 
12-26, with a doxology.) 

Fol. 94. b. 2.] Of the Feast of the Cross. For the Word of the 
Cross. Written at Great Saturday, [i Corinthians, 
i, 18-31.] Of the Sunday after the Finding [of the 
Head of John the Baptist]. Read that of the Fourth 
Sunday after the Resurrection. [Ephesians, ii, 4-22.] 
[Fol. 95. a. I.] Of the Second Sunday of the Find- 
ing, and the Fifth of Elias. Read that which is writ- 
ten at the Sixth Sunday after the Resurrection. [Co- 
lossians, i, 3-20.] Of the Third Sunday after the 
Finding, 6 of Elias. Read that of the Eighth Sun- 
day after Epiphany. [Philippians, iii, 1-12.] Of 
the Fourth Sunday after the Finding, [Seventh] of 
Elias. (i Corinthians, xi, 3-16.) 

Fol. 96. a. I.] Of the Fifth Sunday after the, Finding, and the First 
of Moses, (i Corinthians, xiv, 26-40.) 

Fol. 97. a. I.] Of the Sixth Sunday of the Finding, and the Second 
of Moses. But I would have you to know. Brethren, 
this mystery. Written at the Friday, the Half-divis- 
ion of the Fast. [Romans, xi, 25-36.] Of the 
Seventh Sunday of the Finding, and the Third of 
Moses. (Galatians, vi, 1-18.) 

Fol. 98. a. 2.] Of the Eighth Sunday of the Finding, and of the 
Fourth of Moses, (i Timothy, v, 1-16.) 
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Fol. 99. b. 1 .] Of the First Sunday of the Entrance, in which they 
go from the Hall to the Temple. The sum, then, of 
all. Written at the 6 Sunday of Epiphany. [He- 
brews, viii, i-ix, 12.] Of the Second Sunday of the 
Consecration of the Church. (Hebrews, xiii, 14-29.) 

Fol loi. a. 1.] Another for the same day. (Hebrews, iv, 14-v, 10.) 

Fol. 102. a. I.] Of the Third Sunday of the Consecration of the 
Church, (i Corinthians, xii, 28-xiii, 13.) 

Fol. 103. a. 2.] Of the Fourth Sunday of the Consecration of the 
Church. (i Corinthians, iii,, 1-17; xvi, 13, 14, 
19-24.) \Adds, "Paul, when I came with you," in 
iii, I.] 

Fol. 104. b. 2.] [Subscription to General Apostolos.] End, by Our 
Lord helping us, the Lessons of the Apostle of the 
whole year. [Title to the Lessons of the Fast (or 
Feast) of the Ninevites :] Again we write the Les- 
sons of the Supplication. First, of the Monday of 
the Supplication [of the Ninevites]. (i Timothy, ii, 
1-15; iii, 14-16, adding "and sitteth on the right 
hand of the throne of God.") 

Fol. 106. a. I.] Of the Tuesday of the Supplication. Read that of 
the Fifth Sunday of the Fast. [Romans, xii, 1-21.] 
Of Wednesday of the Supplication. Read that of 
Thursday of the Middle of the Fast. [Romans, x, 
17-xi, 15.] Of Thursday of the Supplication. Read 
that of Friday the Half-Division of the Fast. [Ro- 
mans, xi, 25-36.] Against Rebellions. Read that 
of the Entrance. [Hebrews, viii, i-ix, 12.] Another, 
Of Famine. Read that of the Sixth Sunday of Sum- 
mer. [2 Corinthians, ix, 1-15.] Lesson of Receiv- 
ing a Bishop on his Throne. (Titus, i, 1-9; ii, 12, 
7, 8, with part of 15 mixed.) 

Fol. 107. b. I.] Another, of Laying Hands on the Heads of Priests. 
Read that of Monday of Supplication, [i Timothy, 
ii, i-is ; iii, 14-16.] 

[Title to Lessons for the Dead.] Again I write 
the Lessons of the Departed. First, Over Patriarchs. 
Read that written at the Sunday after Ascension. 
[Hebrews, iv, 14-25.] Over Metropohtans and Bish- 
ops. Read that of the Greek Doctors. [2 Timothy, 
ii, 8-iv, 18.] Of Chief Priests. Read that of the 
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Third Sunday of Elias. [Philippians, i, 12-26.] Ovei 
Doctors and Chief Priests. Read that of the Third 
Sunday of Consecration of the Church, [i Corin- 
thians, xii, 28-xiii, I.] Over Priests [Elders, Qashi- 
she\ and Monks, and suitable for all men. Read 
[>iujj^ error for ^j-o] that which is written at 
the Friday of the Departed, [i Corinthians, iii, 
2i-iv, 5 ; V, 6-15.] Over Deacons and Monks, and 
suitable for all men. (2 Thessalonians, iv, 13-v, 11, 

25-) 
Fol. 109. a. I.] Over all classes. Read that of the Resurrection. 
[Romans, v, 20-vi, 23.] When it happens that two 
die in one day. Read that which is written at the 
Syrian Doctors. [Hebrews, xiii, 1-2 1.] Again, Over 
Women. [First,] Over Nuns, [the technical and 
scriptural phrase l^-^oio {. " aaZj i>is], and for virgin 

women [li^oio } .« iN e]. Paul the Apostle. Epis- 
tle to the Corinthians. Brethren, (i Corinthians, 
vii, 25-40.). 

Fol. no. a. 2.] Over all classes of Woman. That of the Fourth Sun- 
day. [Romans, ix, 1-13. (?).] Commemoration 
[the first letters of the word are torn away, but there 
seems to be no doubt of the reading] of Nuns. That 
of My Lady Mary. [Romans, xvi, 1-28.] Over 
Noble and Wise Women, and especially for Aged 
Widows. Read that which is written at the Fourth 
Sunday of Moses, [i Timothy, v, 1-16.] 

Fol. no. b. I.] [Subscription or Colophon.] Ended are the Lessons 
of the Supplication, and of Laying on of Hands, and 
of Receiving Bishops, and of the Departed of all 
classes, in the help of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Glory 
to him [who is] the strength of nature, eternal of 
praise in the Three Persons of Father and of Son and 
of Holy Spirit ; who strengthened him that had no 
strength, so that he was strengthened to arrive at the 
quiet haven of his ship. To Him be glory in His 
Church, through Jesus Christ, in all generations of 
ages of ages. Amen. 

And this Book was ended on the last Thursday of the month Ab, 
the year one thousand five hundred and twenty-seven of the kingdom 
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of the Greeks, which is of the Ishmaehtes the year six hundred and 
ninety-nine, in the month Gemadah. Glory to Him who maketh the 
times and ages to pass away, but He is not changed. Amen. 

In the days of the pastor watchful and diligent, and who leadeth 
his sheep . . . [one line torn away] Y(h)ab AUaha, Catholicos, Patri- 
arch of the East and of the whole world, was written this Book of 
Lessons of the Blessed Paul, in the Convent {lit, habitation] of Holy 
Mar Michael, associate of the angels. In the prayers of this Holy 
[Man] remembered, may the whole world be kept without harm and 
without disturbances ; and for the weak writer who scrawled [this 
book], may his prayers be efficacious before Our Lord in that hour 
when every man is needy in respect of love. But the one who cor- 
rupted this work was one sunk in sins and utterly fouled with hateful- 
nesses, one least among all (but a sinner above all men) who are 
writers and . . . 

[The rest, the last column of the book, has lost its top hne, along 
with so much of its left hand edge that an exact translation is impos- 
sible. The scribe prays that he may receive mercy and hght judg- 
ment ; that for whatever errors he has committed in the writing, 
through ignorance or otherwise, he may be prayed for rather than 
have his slips severely blamed, since all men are imperfect. He begs 
also — for self and readers — for the prayers of all the prophets, 
apostles, martyrs, confessors, doctors, etc., both for this world and the 
world to come, closing with "yea and Amen." The name of the 
scribe does not appear ; but it may have perished with the lost edge 
of the leaf, though the part that remains reads as if he intended to 
conceal it.] 

Of the various matters suggested by the contents of this manu- 
script the following may be mentioned. 

The Yaballaha (or, as the Nestorians pronounce it, Yawallaha), as 
we learn from the Chronicle of Gregory Bar Hebraeus, was the second 
Patriarch of the East who bore that name. He was the son of 
Kaiuma from Mosul, bishop of Maipherkat, metropolitan of Nisibis, 
and patriarch from 1501 to 1533 of the Seleucid era, i.e. from 1190 
to 1222 A.D. This manuscript was written just ten years before the 
famous Gregory Bar Hebraeus was born. The Seleucid date, Ab, 
1527, answers to August, A.D. 1216. The " Ishmaelite " date, the 
Hejra, is discrepant, and is a clear mistake of reduction by the scribe, 
such as frequently occurs in those Syriac manuscripts which bear a 
double date. His native reckoning, the Seleucid, is doubtless correct. 
The Hejra year was 613, and the month, the first Jemadi, is right. 
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In reducing, the scribe probably added loo instead of lo, and took 
the units of the plus reduction instead of adding. The reduction was 
plus 19, added to the difference between the Seleucid date and the 
date of the commencement of the Hejra era. 

It is scarcely necessary here to go into the matter of the Nestorian 
festivals or their ecclesiastical year. One particular may be men- 
tioned, however. " The Consecration of the Church " is not, as 
some seem to suppose, a service for the consecration of a church 
edifice, but is a well-known portion of the succession of festivals of 
the year. 

The Scripture- Lesson books of the Nestorians are three : (i.) the 
Qaryane, or Lessons, which are extracts from the Old Testament and 
the Acts of the Apostles. (2.) The Shllcha, or Apostle, of which 
this manuscript is an example. (3.) The Evangelion, or Gospel, 
consisting of extracts from the Gospels. When all three are read 
from at a service, the reading is in the order in which the three are 
here mentioned. 

The place where the manuscript was written, viz., the convent of 
St. Michael, was probably at Elqosh, the abode of the Patriarchs of 
the East after abandoning Seleucia and Baghdad. 

The rubbed and faded Arabic writing on the blank page of the 
first leaf of the book seems to confirm the statement of the place 
where Smith and Dwight obtained the manuscript; or rather, seem 
to show that the church of " Jan-al-ava " had owned the book a long 
time. But these Arabic sentences are far too much obliterated to 
permit any translation. 

There is, however, on the same page just mentioned, a Syriac writ- 
ing, likewise much worn away and faded out, which is very interesting. 
It may even have proceeded from the original scribe, but that seems 
scarcely possible, both from the handwriting and from a portion of 
its matter. It is to be read only with great difficulty, and not then 
without the help of considerable experience in deciphering. It is 
written in a very rapid hand, more like the Jacobite than the Nesto- 
rian, though with some peculiarities of the latter. I have not suc- 
ceeded in restoring all the writing, but I give here as much as I can 
make out, with a translation. The Syriac is line for line : 

]si.V ) -" ■> '■^ -^t-^^ |2Ws <..nl^9 >a-'r^ ^Z^:^ 
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/9\ \s 01^] . nkaJe » 1.^^11 Jo ^^^1 ^-^ (-"^ 

t iVo=' ^°''<^? limim —^ wo.^ l-^'r*'? 

j^oZ^^al^o fjta\ \^A jt'i'WViNe j^^^a.^ ■ ol^ JNnNsN —icsiJ (TiZaJ!:;^^? 

. . . ^yai 

jZn-iNVio ogin * t| n >a^o aiViS . . . ^oiajiLoo )Joi )j;sinS\ v-«^i4o 

* . * ■ *^f^ 1 * j T A A <-^ 

)jSo£bS |Z)-iSN^ "■'•'"■• \H^ ^012 lr^]t .^'oij^o . ]Aa.i;1c \J\s ^miZ\ 

. . . iJoi 
. . . I •■- A'-"'^" ■> - .j^ t~'<r^ 

. »Sn) . . . av^7 y|S«\e 

(The dots denote undecipherable places. The last (short) line is 
doubtful.) 

"This book, now, is the rightful property of the Church of the 
Handmaid of Christ and the Ark of Light, My Lady Mary, the Flame 
of Aspiration, the Mother of Christ the God. And no man, there- 
fore, has a right therein to stretch out his hand upon one of the 
brethren ; and if any one venture to lay his hand upon us (or, upon 
it?), let him be described and bound by the Word of God Most 
High, which is sharper than a two-edged sword. That her prayers 
may be for the whole world, from the beginning even unto the ends, 
I desire together with the writer who scrawled .... and defiled this 
Remembrance and its written pages .... with him and with his 
saints in the kingdom in peace, that he may receive (or, who received) 
.... the place of the just and the righteous and the followers of 
the Lamb in that rest, have mercy upon this writer .... with Our 
Lord Jesus Christ . . . and his Mother . . . Amen." 

The " described and bound " is an allusion to the Peshitto of 
Judges, viii, 14 ("described"), 15 ("in thine hand") ; and the quo- 
tation following, from Hebrews, iv, 12, is perhaps suggested by the 
continuation of the narrative, and intended as an improvement on the 
thorns and briers with- which Gideon taught the men of Succoth. 

It remains only to state that the manuscript is very carefully 
written, and that its mistakes were generally detected and corrected 
by the scribe himself. 



